Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago

Ministry of Social Development and Family Services

MEDIA STATEMENT

Wednesday, 08 January 2020
Priority: HIGH
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

STATEMENT ON CHRISTMAS FOOD CARDS

The Minister of Social Development and Family Services, the Honourable Camille Robinson-
Regis wishes to bring some much needed clarity to the subject of “The Christmas Food Cards”
following highly inaccurate and misleading information placed in the public domain by the
Member of Parliament for Cumuto/Manzanilla.

The Christmas Food Card Distribution is an annual activity undertaken by the Ministry of Social
Development and Family Services, in keeping with the spirit of caring and giving that the season
of Christmas represents and has been conducted for the past ten years.

A total of 3,959 households benefitted from the distribution of Christmas food support from the
Ministry of Social Development and Family Services as at the end of December 2019, as the
Ministry sought to ensure that vulnerable families who are experiencing hardship and are unable
to fully provide for the nutritional needs of their respective families were provided with the
necessary support. Card delivery commenced on December 4,

Cabinet agreed to the distribution of 4,100 Christmas Food Support Debit Cards (100 cards for
each MP), valued at $550.00 each, to poor, indigent and vulnerable households throughout
Trinidad and Tobago in December 2019 at a total cost of $2, 255,000.00 inclusive of the cost of
the cards. The funding for this initiative is met from the Food Support VVote under the Ministry of
Finance. Further, Cabinet agreed that before any food support is given, each of the 41 Members of
Parliament will be asked to provide the Minister of Social Development and Family Services with
their list of needy families from their constituencies, not exceeding 100 families. Accordingly,
MPs were asked to submit the names of up to one hundred needy families from within their
constituency.

Representatives of the Ministry of Social Development and Family Services were assigned to

distribute the cards on specified days and times. All recipients were contacted by their respective
MP Offices with information on distribution venues, dates and times.
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Colonial Life Building, 39-43 St. Vincent Street, Port of Spain, Trinidad, W.I.
Telephone: (868)-623-2608
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