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Social Development Distributes $3.5M in 
Home Repair Grants

Minister Cox extends congratulations to 2024 Chevening 
scholars Reyad Mohammed and Nestor Garcia

Three million, four hun-
dred and four thou-
sand, seven hundred 
and ninety-seven dol-
lars and fifty-two cents 
($3,404,797.52) in Home 
Repair Grants were dis-
tributed for fiscal 2024 
under the Ministry’s Na-
tional Social Development 
Programme.
The Ministry of Social 
Development and Fami-
ly Services hosted a brief 
distribution ceremony on 
Wednesday, 11 September 
2024, at the Port of Spain 
City Corporation to pres-
ent letters of approval to 
some of the beneficiaries.
During her feature address, 
Minister of Social Develop-
ment and Family Services, 
Senator the Honourable 
Donna Cox, indicated that 
the programme is an in-
strumental component of 

the Ministry’s plan to en-
sure that poor and vulner-
able citizens throughout 
the country reside under 
habitable conditions. For 
fiscal 2024, approximately 
$3.5 million will be distrib-
uted to beneficiaries.
She also highlighted that a 

significant portion of this 
funding will be allocated 
to disaster victims. Addi-
tionally, she encouraged 
persons to take advantage 
of the available counselling 
and psychosocial support, 
emphasizing the impor-
tance of mental health sup-

port following a disaster.
The Minister further stated 
that adequate housing is 
listed as Goal number 3 in 
the Government’s Vision 
2030 for the development 
of this country which spec-
ifies that the Government 
will increase the number of 

households to benefit from 
the Home Improvement 
Grants to 1500 annually, in-
crease the number of Home 
Improvement Subsidies to 
650 annually and increase 
the number of New Home 
Subsidies to 1000 annually.

Minister Cox, joined by recipients take a photo following the distribution of Home Repair Grants on September 11, 2024 at the Port Spain City Hall.

(L-R) Deputy British High Commissioner Victoria White, Reyad Mohammed, 
Nestor Garcia (2024 Chevening Scholars) and Senator the Honourable Donna 

Cox, Minister of Social Development and Family Services.

“Make use of every oppor-
tunity to learn and net-
work. Commit to making 
a difference when you re-
turn. May you succeed ac-
ademically and as Cheve-
ning professionals in your 
field of study,” said Min-
ister of Social Develop-
ment and Family Services, 
Senator the Honourable 
Donna Cox, during the 
Chevening Reception for 
two of the country’s latest 
recipients, Mr. Reyad Mo-
hammed and Mr. Nestor 

Garcia. The event was 
held on Thursday, 12th 
September 2024, by the 
British High Commission 
and also celebrated the re-
turn of the 2023 scholar-
ship recipients, Ms. Sache 
Alexander-George, who 
pursued an MSc in Dig-
ital Entrepreneurship at 
Loughborough University, 
and Mr. Jessel Crispin Bri-
zian, who studied Fashion 
Business Management at 
the University of Westmin-
ster. During her remarks, 

Minister Cox noted that as 
a Chevening scholar her-
self, she deeply valued the 
knowledge and experience 
gained from the opportu-
nity. Minister Cox further 
extended gratitude to Brit-
ish High Commissioner to 
Trinidad and Tobago, Her 
Excellency Harriet Cross, 
for the invaluable oppor-
tunities the continued dip-
lomatic relations provide 
for the advancement of the 
people of Trinidad and To-
bago.
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